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THOSE ARE NO SACTIONS, IT’S A BLOCKADE

 The breach of it’s duties or norms by the venezuelan state
doesn’t exist.

 These are pressure measures applied through unilateral
mechanisms by some states opposing the venezuelan
government.

WHAT THEY SEEK

To change the orientation of the venezuelan government social
policies, and their particular interest in a regime change in
Venezuela, using political, economic and military pressure.



MECHANISMS OF THE BLOCKADE

 Financial: Freezing or retention of legitimal assets belonging to the Banks or
financial entities of the country subject to the blockade.

 Commercial: Hindrance of the normal development of foreign trade
(deprivation of essential goods and services, including maritimal or aerial
routes).

 Political: Rupture of political relations with the authorities of the concerned
country.

 Diplomatic: Expulsion or withdrawal request of the diplomatic staff.

 Military: Prohibition of military equipment sells.

 Migratory: Entry bans to the nationals of the country subject to the
blockade.



MECANISMOS DE BLOQUEO

Blockade: 2014-2019
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United States; 22
Canada; 3

Lima Group; 1

Panama; 2

Switzerland; 1

United Kingdom; 2

EU; 4
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The Congress of the United States dictated in 2014 the Public Law
113-278 (similar to Helms-Burton law against Cuba) which:
• Prohibits american citizens and other entities in the US (private

sector, civil society organizations, charity institutions, among
others) to make any kind of transaction with institutions of the
venezuelan State.

• Foresees broad sanctions in case of violation of that law.

Establishes restrictions to:
• Central Bank of Venezuela, the highest authority in monetary

matters in Venezuela.
• Petróleos de Venezuela S. A. (PDVSA), main state-owned

Enterprise, which has the monopoly of exploration and
explotation of Venezuela’s crude oil and generates more than
90% of the national income.



In 2015 the President of the United States, Barack
Hussein Obama, declared Venezuela, through an
executive order, as an “inusual and extraordinary
threat for the national security and foreign policy of
the United States of America”, laying the groundwork
for an eventual military intervention against
Venezuela and violating the fundamental principles
and norms of the Public International Law.



In 2018 the Trump administration decreed severe Unilateral
Coercive Measures against Venezuela, which establish strong
prohibitions that strengthten the economic, financial and
commercial blockade against the country, through the
prohibition of any transaction using the cryptocurrency
“Petro”, created by the venezuelan state to fight the
economic crisis caused by the economic war and the decline
of oil prices.

Also a restriction to the sales of venezuelan gold was
established through a new executive order.



MEASURES DECREED DURING OBAMA’S AND TRUMP’S 
ADMINISTRATIONS
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Canada (3) applied economic sanctions against the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela and high level officers of the venezuelan government,
including many elected by the people of Venezuela through elections.

Panama (2) is the only latin american country that has imposed coercive
unilateral measures against Venezuela.

Lima Group (1) under the leadership of the Department of State of the
US, some countries of the region imposed sanctions that block the
economic relations of venezuelan state, venezuelan enterprises and social
organizations in the region.



The EU (4) established restrictions over the exports, sales,
supply and transfer to Venezuela of military equipment and
related material, including weapons, munitions, vehicles and
other equipment.

United Kingdom (2) and Switzerland (1) adopted the same
sanctions imposed by the European Union about the
embargo of weapons to Venezuela and entities, enterprises
and high level officials of the venezuelan government.
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¿WHO DOES THE BLOCKADE BENEFIT?

 Those who control the black market on sales of food and
medicine.

 International Banks and other finantial entities that hold,
ilegally, the money and assets property of the blocked
country.

 Some governments that impose an embargo over the
assets of the state and blocked enterprises on their
territory.



MEDICINE

34% from USA

7% from Spain

5% from Italy

FOOD 

33% from
USA

12% from
Canada

By 2015, according to the information published by one of the most recognized
universitary education centres of the United States, the main countries from
which Venezuela imports food and medicine are:
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THE BLOCKADE AFFECTS THE HUMAN RIGHT OF HEALTH

• In 2017, the finantial entity, Citibank, refused to receive a transfer
of funds destined to pay for the import of more tan 300.000 units
of insulin doses for people suffering from diabetes in Venezuela.

• In 2019 the government of Spain blocked a cargo destined to
provide Venezuela of more tan 200.000 units of medicine for
several chronic diseases.

THE PAYMENT OF THE DEBT OF MORE THAN 40,000,000 USD, THAT
BRAZIL OWES TO VENEZUELA FOR THE CONCEPT OF ELECTRICITY
SALES, WHICH HAS BEEN BLOCKED BY THE INTERNATIONAL
FINANCIAL SYSTEM, REPRESENTS THE TREATMENT FOR MORE THAN
60.000 PATIENTS OF HIV FOR 2 YEARS.



THE BLOCKADE AFFECTS VENEZUELA’S SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT

 From 2016 to 2019 Venezuela has been unable to receive the income generated in the

US by Citgo Petroleum Corporation, oil Company owned by the venezuelan State,

subsidiary company of PDVSA in the US. In 2019 the US government took control

ilegally over Citgo, through several figuredheads designated by the selfproclaimed

Juan Guaidó, which represents the confiscation of more than 20 billion USD that

belong to Venezuela and it’s people.

 The refining company PBF Energy, stopped all transactions with PDVSA.

THE LOSES FOR MORE THAN 11 BILLION USD PER YEAR DUE TO THE AMERICAN 
OIL EMBARGO TO VENEZUELA, REPRESENTS MORE THAN 130.000.000 UNITS OF 

VACCINES DOSES FOR CHILDREN IN VENEZUELA



THE BLOCKADE AFFECTED THE INTERNATIONAL PAYMENT PLATFORMS

• Under pressure from the Department of Treasury of the US, the Enterprise
Euroclear, in charge of the custody of a portion of the sovereign bonds of Venezuela,
froze securities settlement operations, claiming reasons of “revisión” and keeping
frozen more than 1.2 billion USD.

• The accounts in correspondant Banks as Commezbank AG, Citibank and the Bank of
China Frankfurt, where Venezuela kept, by august 2017, more tan 150.000.000 USD,
were closed.

THE LOST OF 20.000.000 USD IN FOREX EXCHANGE OPERATIONS IN A SINGLE YEAR, 
REPRESENTS THE RESOURCES REQUIRED FOR 3 YEARS OF FIGHT AGAINST MALARIA 

IN VENEZUELA.



THE BLOCKADE VIOLATES THE HUMAN RIGHT FOR FOOD

• In 2017, the disembarkation of more tan 18 millions of subsidized food boxes through the
“CLAP Program”, was interrupted because of several obstacles imposed by the international
finantial system. Transactions to different providers for the concept of 29,7 million USD,
were rejected by european Banks, making more difficult and expensive for the venezuelan
government to adquire the necessary food to carry on the CLAP Program.

• US Bank JP Morgan, delayed the approval of resources for more tan 28 million USD,
destined for the payment of food imports to Venezuela.

MORE THAN 1.2 BILLION USD IN VENEZUELAN GOLD HOLD ILEGALLY BY THE BANK OF 
ENGLAND, REPRESENTS THE DELIVERY OF THE FOOD PROGRAM “CLAP” MONTHLY FOR SIX 

MONTHS TO 6 MILLION FAMILIES IN VENEZUELA.



WE SHOULD TALK ABOUT THE BLOCKADE, NOT ABOUT THE SO CALLED 
“HUMANITARIAN CRISIS”

• Alternative markets have been explored.

• National production of godos and services has strengthened towards
food sovereignity.

• Food habits of the venezuelan people have changed.

• Cooperation mechanisms with the United Nations Agencies has
improved.



Economic War: a crime against humanity

More than 1550 have passed since the economic,
financial and commercial blockade against Venezuela
started, and the Human Rights Council has not yet
condemed it formally.



THE ROLE OF THE UNITED NATIONS

 Human Rights Council must condemn the criminal blockade against
Venezuela.

 The High Comissioner for Human Right hast to iniciate an
investigation about the negative impact of these unilateral coercive
measures, imposed by the US and it’s allies, over the Human Rights of
the venezuelan people.


